NATIONALINTERFAITH COUNCIL QUARTERLY:

AN INDEPENDENT GENEROSITY

By ~Rev.Paula T.Webb

Let’s begin by asking the question ~ just
what is generosity? What does it mean to be
genuinely generous?

Webster’s Dictionary describes the word
generous as “being noble-minded; to give or
share.”

And Roget’s Thesaurus states “large or
great heart; go out of the way; observe the
Golden Rule; noble-mindedness; unselfish.”

The noble-mindedness, of course, harkens
back to the days of kings and queens, who
had plenty and (hopefully) shared their
wealth with others who had less. To have a
large or great heart brings us to the idea of
compassion for others, by giving of
something of yourself. The Golden Rule,
‘do unto others...” may not apply so much
today, because we may not see how our
generosity is accepted, appreciated, and just
as importantly, returned back to us.

“Give and it will be given to you...for the
measure you give will be the measure you
get back.”

Christianity ~ Luke 6:38

You may say, well, I don’t expect anything
when | am generous or give to someone!
But in reality, most of us do. It’s only
natural to expect some kind of response, or
pat on the back ~ that’s the world we live in.
Instant gratification, | did this, now you do
this for me. Especially, if you may be
thinking, hey I couldn’t really afford that

gift, couldn’t really take the time to visit ~
and that person really didn’t seem to
appreciate the sacrifices you made. Sound
familiar?

Which gets me to the point of this article.

To be truly generous, one has to resolve any
feelings of the “give and owe” factor ~
meaning, just because you give something to
someone, does not obligate them in any way
to return the favor. And, this concept is
multi-dimensional.

First, to be generous, one has to take their
own emotions out of the picture. Just
giving, and expecting a ‘“reward” or
recognition for the simple act of giving, is
not being generous. Look at it this way ~
did that person truly want you to give them
that gift, did they really want you spending
hours at their home or on the telephone
chatting away ~ or did you just “give” of
yourself from some personal desire to feel
needed, or to say you did such and such for
someone?

“The gift which is given without thought of

recompense, in the belief only that it ought

to be made ~ in a fit place, at an opportune
time ~ such a gift is Pure.”

Hinduism ~ Bhagavad Gita 17:20-21

We all want to be needed and appreciated ~
that is a normal human condition. But think
back to a time, or times, when possibly your
gift, money, or time spent was not
appreciated. What might that tell you? It’s
simple. It means that it might not have been
appropriate to do for the other person at that
particular time, but more importantly, it may
not have been given by you, from a clear
and clean space about what it means to be
really generous.

~cont’d ~
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Especially in these times of lost jobs, being
over-extended with regard to credit, over-
mortgaged for our childrens’ college tuition,
and even just from the day to day exhaustion
of life ~ it’s very difficult, to say the least, to
be truly generous when you just don’t feel
you have the financial, emotional, or
personal time resources to spare, or give
freely. But, we all go through this, so don’t
beat yourself up about it! Just begin to have
an awareness of when and how you give to
others, as we continue on in this new year.

Giving, and being generous is an individual
endeavor that is unique to each one of us.
There is no set rule or pattern about doing
so. Being generous and the act of giving of
oneself ~ is truly person-specific.

So, if you truly do not feel you can give
freely, without reservation, without thought
of recognition ~ then don’t! That’s ok!
And, when you do feel that you can give
without any thoughts or expectations, then
do so!

That is the true essence of generosity ~ and
that is when you will see the gratitude and
appreciation for your gift and generosity.

“If you knew the fruit of sharing gifts, you
would not enjoy their use without sharing
them, nor would the idea of holding back
ever be in your heart. If you knew the fruit
of sharing, even if it were your last bit, your
last morsel of food, you would not enjoy it
without sharing it...”

Buddhism ~ Itivuttaka 18

Pax!

Rev. Paula T. Webb
Founder & Editor

~ IFE TIME. MEMBERS ~

Rev. Hriman McGilloway
Ananda Church of Self-Realization
Ananda Meditation Temple
www.AnandaMeditationTemple.org

*

Safe Haven for Animals
Fostering a Caring Environment for Animals
www.azshfa.org

*

Mark D. Guzman
J. Scott Coatsworth
Purple Unions
Gay & Lesbian Resources
www.purpleunions.com

~NEWMEMBERS ~

Rev. Maureen Themis-Fernandez
Interfaith Chaplain
enchantrafl@hotmail.com

*
Rev. Cynthia Hauska

Creative Wedding Officiants
www.creativeweddingofficiants.com

National InterFaith Council inc. ~ www.nationalinterfaithcouncil.com Page 2


http://www.anandameditationtemple.org/
http://www.azshfa.org/
http://www.purpleunions.com/
http://www.creativeweddingofficiants.com/

-INSPIRATION ~

“The secret of prosperity is....generosity, for
by sharing with others the good that life
gives us, we open up the well-springs of

abundance.”®

J. Donald Walters
“Secrets of Prosperity”

*

“A man of humanity is one who, in seeking
to establish himself, finds a foothold for
others and who, desiring attainment for

himself, helps others to attain.”

Confucianism ~ Analects

*

“Generosity knows no race, nor creed.”

Judaism ~ Talmud

*

“You give but little when you give of your
possessions. It is when you give of yourself
that you truly give.”

Kahlil Gibran ~ the Prophet

~IN MEMORIAM ~

Victor Cortinas
Donald Trout
Karlheinz Otto Wilhelm

~PRESSRELEASE ~

2007 CITIZENSHIP AWARD
Rev. Andrea Kay Smith

On December 17, 2007 the 2007 Citizenship
Award was presented to Rev. Andrea Kay Smith
in recognition of her outstanding Community
Service and for contributions made to positively
impact the quality of life for residents living in
DeKalb County, District 3, Georgia. For more
information on Rev. Andrea’s work ~
www.partnershipsinpeace.org

*

2007 GOVERNOR’S
HERITAGE PRESERVATION HONOR AWARD

L. Kon [Jubbard [House at (amelback

On June 14, 2007, the President of the Arizona
Preservation  Foundation, Vince Murray,
presented the Governor’s Heritage Preservation
Award to The Friends of L. Ron Hubbard and
the Church of Scientology International, to
recognize the contribution their restoration
project has made to the preservation of
Arizona’s unique heritage.

\While in residence in this home, Mr. Hubbard

made the landmark discoveries upon which the
Scientology religion is based, along with the
beginnings of his secular social betterment and
humanitarian projects, which have vastly
increased in scope. It is truly a major historic
landmark for residents of Phoenix, the United
States and worldwide. For more information on
this restoration project ~ and to visit the L. Ron
Hubbard House call 602-840-5060.
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“PURPOSEFUL INSPIRATION?
2008 INTERFAITH CALENDAR
Kev. Faula T |Webb

Now Available! The first in the Purposeful
Inspiration Calendar Series, with monthly quotes
from such leading motivational speakers as
Grandfather Yellow Horse Man, Terry McBride,
Mark Douglas, Joe Carroccio. Along with
inspirational quotes, you find descriptions for
each month of the world faiths’ Holy Days,
striking nature photographs, and a concise
synopsis of each faith as well. To order ~
WWW.amazon.com

“CHILDREN~ME.SSENGERS OF
FPEACE”
Grandf:a ther Yc//ow /7’0/'56 Man

Now available! Peace Elder Yellow Horse Man
has compiled messages from children across the
planet ~ expressing their thoughts on how peace
can be achieved. Coming soon ~ “Messages of
the Heart” a 60-day spiritual guidebook. To

order and for more information ~
www.yellowhorseman.com
“BONBPONS & T RUFFLE.S”

Jer Wilson

Now available! From the acclaimed author of
“All Creatures of Our God & King - What God'’s
Word Says About Animals” ~ Teri Wilson’s
latest work is available in e-book format for
only $1.50 from The Wild Rose Press.

Bonbons & Truffles tells the story of a lonely
chocolatier, Melody Sweet, her adorable English
Cocker Spaniel puppy, and a mysterious secret
admirer. For anyone who has ever been lonely
on Valentine’s Day, this book is for you! To
order ~ http://www.thewildrosepress.com and
click on author Teri Wilson.

“NOW FOWER? & “FPOSITIVE PRAYER”
Kev. _John w. Adams

Now available! Two new books on creating the
spiritual life you desire from the Founder of
Golden Key Ministries ~ Rev. John W. Adams.
Coming soon, also, will be “30 Days to a Better
Life.” For more information please visit ~
www.GoldenKeyMinistry.com

*

VISIONS ~ A PLACE OF SPIRIT
Yuma Arizona

This Healing Center and Metaphysical Book
Store is the brainchild of Council Member Rev.
Diana Cortinas and her great friend Jolene.
Their vision is to support those seeking healing
as well as products to continue personal growth
as well. Opening in February 2008 ~ for more
information 928-210-5407.

T he National nter[aith Council is an
organization dedicated to
Promoting respect for all faiths
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Plcasc call our office or visit our
official website ~

www.Nationa”ntcrf:aitlﬁCouncil.com
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